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Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make my heart like unto Thine! 
 

If you didn’t attend our Province Convention in Grand Rapids in April, you missed a great event!  
The facility at the Sheraton was just perfect for our needs and easy to get to.  Bishop Walkowiak 
from Grand Rapids gave a short talk and then led us in the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  We even had 
our National CCW President, Beth Mahoney, in attendance!  Christy Buck gave a moving talk 
about the mental health crisis.  Our Eucharistic Liturgy was held at St. Paul the Apostle Church 
(very beautiful!) with three bishops in attendance as well as a local deacon and several priests.  
Bishop Gruss concelebrated the Mass and attended the banquet with us!  The banquet 
entertainment was the Magic Carpet Theatre who did a drama presentation that all enjoyed.  
Barbara Heil, who speaks internationally, presented twice (in a lively manner) by giving her 
testimony to conversion and told us how we are all Called and Chosen.  Sean Breeden, from Ave 
Maria Radio, told us about how our lives and works are related to St. Joan of Arc.  We had a 
variety of vendors with beautiful goods to sell plus silent auction items that went home with 
many of our ladies.  Whew!  That was a good time . . . and the food was great too! 
 

Check out our Province website (address is above).   This contains information from each diocese 
in Michigan.  I try to have our Saginaw DCCW activities listed in our diocesan tab along with 
some photos. 
 

Our Annual Meeting this fall will be on Wednesday, September 10, at the Center for Ministry in 
Saginaw.  Mark your calendar now!  More info later.   We will have a presentation on Medjugorje 
and another talk that I know you will enjoy! 
 

God bless you and all the wonderful work that you do in helping others through your service as 
a CCW member!  We invite all Catholic women to join our organization! 
 
 

                                           May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us! 

 

      Rita Maher 
   SDCCW President 
 

           rfmaher48453@yahoo.com 
             3028 McGill St., Marlette, MI   

                              989-635-7072 

http://www.nccw.org/
http://www.dpccw-mi.com/
mailto:rfmaher48453@yahoo.com


                             Page 2 
 
 

Past SDCCW Events: 
 

Our SDCCW Lenten Silent Retreat was held on Saturday, March 8, at the Center for Ministry.  
LeAnne Osborn was our retreat leader with a topic of Pilgrim Women of Hope.  Sixty-four 
women attended, and it was a wonderful day, as usual! 
 
 

The East Region Council of Catholic Women held their Spring Meeting on May 14 at St. 
Elizabeth Church/Holy Family Parish in Marlette.   Laurie Poirier, from St. Clair Shores, spoke 
about the Lord’s Prayer and how it relates to our lives.  Elections were held. 
 

 ER Pres.—Rose Lilly 
 ER VP—Ann Lukshaitis     
 ER Sec.—Diane Glaza 
 ER Treas.—Valerie Fischer 
 
 
With this being an “odd year,” we had another rummage sale at St. Elizabeth Hall in Marlette.  
The Holy Family CCW graciously shares the proceeds with our Saginaw Diocesan CCW.  $600 
was raised for our SDCCW treasury.  Thank you, Sisters!!! 
 

 Thanks, also, for the funding donation from St. Paul the Apostle CCW in Ithaca!!!!     
You girls are a bunch of angels! 
 
 
     
                                             

 
SDCCW Coming Events: 
 

 

   The Annual Meeting for the Saginaw Diocesan CCW will be on Wednesday, September 10, at 
the Center for Ministry in Saginaw.  The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. (registration & snacks 
at 9 a.m.)   More details will be announced later.  Plan to attend and mark your calendar! 
 
 
   The Fall East Region CCW meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 15, at Holy Apostles 
Parish in Ruth.  More details later!  Road Trip! 
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News from the SDCCW Commissions-- 
  
     
Service Commission Report 
 

Ann Lukshaitis, Chairwoman 
    
 

Who is my neighbor and how can I serve her? 
 
Luke 10:25-37 tells the parable of the Good Samaritan.  The story begins when an expert of the 
law asks Jesus “Who is my neighbor?” 
 
In reply, Jesus tells the parable about a Jewish man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.  
Robbers strip, beat, and leave the man for dead. A priest and a Levite (both Jews) come upon 
the man – and pass him by.  A Samaritan comes upon the man, binds his wounds, puts him on 
his own donkey, and takes him to an Inn. The next day, the Samaritan gives the innkeeper 
money to look after the wounded man . . . and says he will reimburse the innkeeper if he 
incurs extra expense while caring for the wounded Jew.   
 
After telling the parable, Jesus asks the expert of the law “Which of these three do you think 
was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” The expert replies “The 
one who had mercy on him” Jesus then tells the expert of the law “Go and do likewise.” 
 
John 13:1-17 tells about Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and drying them with a towel that 
was wrapped around His waist; a job usually performed by a servant.  After He finishes, He 
tells the disciples that they must also wash one another’s feet.  “I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you” – a perfect example of serving others.  Let’s “go and 
do likewise!” 
 
 
Leviticus 19:18 and Matthew 19:19 both tell us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Romans 13:10 says that love does no harm to its neighbor 
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Spirituality Commission Report 
 

Cathie Gerding 
 

Ladies, 
 
Over the days, weeks and years we have experienced many joys and many sad, difficult times. 
It has been only a few months since sadly we said goodbye to Pope Francis and joyfully hello 
to Pope Leo. In this year of hope, not knowing what awaits us going forward, pray that our 
prayer be like this Nun’s Prayer from the 17th century. 
 
Lord thou knowest better than I know myself . . . that I am growing older and will someday be 
old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on 
every occasion. Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me 
thoughtful but not moody. Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings 
to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. I dare not ask for improved memory, 
but for humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the 
memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. Give me 
the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And give 
me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so.      Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 

List of SDCCW officers— 
 

President   Rita Maher   989-635-7072 
V.P.    Joyce Raducha   989-875-2650 
Secretary   Jackie Krzyzaniak  989-846-6846 
Treasurer   Sandie Cargill   989-635-2474 
Service Comm.   Ann Lukshaitis   810-358-5874 
Spirituality Comm.  Cathie Gerding  989-213-5063 
Leadership Comm.   
ER Pres.   Rose Lilly   810-359-7610 
Spiritual Advisor  Sr. Janet Fulgenzi 
 

 
                   
 

DPCCW 
                                         
 

Some important news will be coming soon relating to our 2026 NCCW convention! 

 


